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Dear Friends: 
 

It is an honor to serve the people of Maine in the U.S. Senate, and I welcome this opportunity to 
share an update on issues important to Maine and America.  
 

One of my priorities for 2023 has been to improve the appropriations process in Congress – the 
way it decides how to spend taxpayer money.  I took over as the Vice Chair of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee last year.  Along with Chair Patty Murray, we decided the best change we could make was not 
to do something new.  Instead, it was to do something old – that is, go back to the regular and transparent 
committee process that we used to have.  
 

Part of restoring this process included holding 50 public Committee hearings, which allowed for 
input from senators on both sides of the aisle. As a result, for the first time in five years, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee passed all twelve of its funding bills on time.  This was done with strong 
bipartisan support.  In fact, seven of them passed unanimously.  

 
Now, we need to work with the House of Representatives to pass these twelve bills and turn them 

into laws. 
 

These bills contain funding for a wide range of Maine priorities, including support for the 
workforce at Bath Iron Works and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, our lobster industry, infrastructure 
improvements, affordable housing, biomedical research, veterans, and heating assistance programs like 
LIHEAP.  These bills also contain nearly $590 million in Congressionally Directed Spending for 231 
projects throughout the State of Maine.  These projects would help promote job creation, expand access to 
health care, and improve public safety, infrastructure, and important resources in communities across all 
16 counties of our state.  I will continue to work to get these bills signed into law in the new year.  

 
On October 25, the horrific mass shooting in Lewiston claimed the lives of 18 Mainers and 

injured 13 others.  In response, I led Maine’s Congressional Delegation in requesting an independent 
investigation by the U.S. Army Inspector General into the events leading up to the shooting.  On 
December 15, the Under Secretary of the Army wrote to inform me that such an investigation will take 
place, and the Army Inspector General has instructed her team to immediately begin preparing to conduct 
this investigation.  While nothing can undo the events of October 25, I will continue to work to 
understand what happened and what could have been done differently, and to find answers for the 
victims, survivors, and their families. 

 
No one works harder than the people of Maine, and this year I honored that work ethic when I 

cast my 8,855th consecutive roll call vote. 
 
As we look ahead to 2024, I remain committed to addressing the concerns of Maine families and 

communities.  If you need assistance or wish to share your thoughts, please do not hesitate to reach out to 
one of my six state offices. 

  
Sincerely, 

  
Susan M. Collins   
United States Senator  

































Art 16: To see what sum of money the Plantation will vote to raise, appropriate and expend money for all Forks 
Plantation students for School meals. The Assessors may stop payment at any time if the parents do not apply for the 
free or reduced meals they are entitled to.  

Recommendation: $0.00 
 

Art 17: To nominate and elect three (3) School Board Directors for a one (1) year term.  
 

Art 17A: First Director  
Art 17B: Second Director  
Art 17C: Third Director  

 
Art 18: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend the money for the payment of the second year of a three 
year contract with Andy Webb and Daughter for the winter maintenance of 2.1 miles of the Lake Moxie Road in The 
Forks Plantation.   

Recommendation: $46,415.17 
2025-2026 Cost: $48,271.77 

 
Art 19: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for the 2024-2025 Salt Supply.  

Recommendation: $24,846.25 
 

Art 19A: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for the remaining balance of salt 
used for the 2023-2024 winter season. 

Recommendation: $5,525.00 
 

Art 20: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for UKV Ambulance Service for the following 
services: 
 

Art 20A: The annual UKVAS Budget. 
Recommendation: $26,154.00 

 
Art 20B: The estimated UKVAS budget increase. (Fiscal year January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025)  

Recommendation: $2,615.48 
  

Art 21: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for: 
 

Art 21A: Fire Protection from The West Forks Fire Department   
Recommendation: $15,000.00 

Art 21B: Warden Salary   
     Current: $541.42 

Recommendation: $541.42 
Art 21C: Deputy Wardens 

Current: $216.56 
Recommendation: $216.56 

 
Art 22: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for yearly Cemetery Maintenance.  

Recommendation: $5,000.00 
Cemetery Savings Account Balance as of May 26, 2024: $11,883.89 

 
Art 23: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for the yearly Moxie Dam Maintenance and for 
the Moxie Dam Long Range Maintenance Account.  

Recommendation: $30,000.00 
Moxie Dam Account Balance as of May 26, 2024: $62,829.68 

 



 
Art 23A: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for the Dam Operator Salary  

Current: $1,082.84 
Recommendation: $1,082.84 

 
Art 23B: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for the Deputy Dam Operator 

Salary  
Current: $1,082.84 

Recommendation: $1,082.84 
 

Art 23C: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for Extra Dam Maintenance at 
$17.00 per hour, not to exceed $2,000.00 per year. 

Recommendation: $2000.00 
 

Art 24: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for Plantation Charges and Town Hall 
Maintenance. (Professional Services, Utilities, Office Supplies, Mail/Shipping, Registry of Deeds, Unorganized Territory 
Property Taxes, Professional Dues and Memberships, Education and Training, Property Maintenance, State LPI Fees, 
Printing, Municipal Street Signs and Supplies, Unemployment Tax.) 

Recommendation: $73,900.00 
 

Art 25: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for the annual audit for: 
 

Art 25A:  Fiscal year 2023-2024.  
Recommendation: $13,500 

 
Art 25B: Remaining balance for fiscal year 2022-2023. (Total cost $13,500; $10,000.00 raised at town 

meeting on September 28, 2023.) 
Recommendation: $3,500 

 
Art 26: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend for LUPC fees: 

Recommendation: $11,898.00 
 

Art 27: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for:  
 

Art 27A: Yearly TRIO Contract.  
Recommendation: $8,800.00 

 
Art 27B: Yearly TRIO Training. 

Recommendation: $5,000.00 
 

Art 27C: Yearly Website Licensing & Maintenance Fees.  
Recommendation: $1,399.00 

 
Art 28: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for membership to the MMA (Maine Municipal 
Association).  

Recommendation: $1,600.00 
 
Art 29: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money for MMA Insurance (General Liability, Workers 
Compensation, Property & Casualty and Forest Fire Liability Coverage).   

Recommendation: $9,000.00 
 

Art 30: To see if the people will raise, appropriate and expend money to Parker Appraisal Company for: 
 






































































